16                      HISTORY   OF   THE   NEW   WORLD.
known where the Indies were, he might, long before he
went to Spain to ask for help and for favour, have united
himself with the Genoese, who travelled all over the world,
and have effected this great enterprise ; but that he did not
ever think of any such thing until the said Peota had in-
formed him of it.    These things have been contradicted,
almost as fabulous words and not worthy of faith; and Don
Pietro Martire, a Milanese, says in a treatise of his, that
Christopher Columbus went to the lordship of Genoa and
narrated the cause of his being induced to seek those coun-
tries, saying that navigating many times outside the Strait of
Gibraltar towards Portugal, he had observed very diligently
that, during certain seasons of the year, the west winds blew
many days very equally, and knowing they could not come but
from land, that generated them beyond the sea, his thoughts
became so fixed on this subject that he thought he would
like to try this voyage.    Being forty years old, he proposed
to the Lordship of Genoa, that if they would fit out some
vessels for him,  he  would undertake to  go  outside  the
Strait of Gibraltar, and navigate so far to the west that he
would circumnavigate " the earth of the world," arriving
where the spices grow.     This voyage appeared to every
body a strange thing, as well it might to people who had
never thought of it, and yet reputed themselves as knowing
the whole art of navigation.   Therefore everybody regarded
it as a dream and a fabulous thing; although some authors
had written in ancient times of a large island many miles
distant from the Strait of Gibraltar.    This was supposed to
be the cause that induced Columbus to go and seek the
Indies; but we may believe that Gomara would set him-
self to confute the truth with many inventions, and that he
had a wish to diminish the immortal fame of Christopher
Columbus;   as  there were  many who  could  not endure
that  a foreigner  and   an   Italian   should   have   acquired
so much honour   and  so  much  glory,  not  only  for  the